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Dear Mr Swinney, 
 
Thank you for attending Committee on 16 September to give evidence on a number 
of issues. You can read the Official Report of this meeting here: 
 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12825&mode=pdf 
 
During your evidence session, you committed to providing the Committee with 
information on the pattern of appeals to the SQA in relation to the 2020 exam diet.  We 
also seek information on the following issues: 
 
Testing and safety of staff and students 
 
In evidence, you responded to a question from Alex Neil regarding testing of staff and 
students in a variety of education settings by outlining some steps being taken to 
expand testing capacity, such as an expansion of walk-in test centres, particularly in 
areas with a higher student population.  
 
Please therefore outline what steps the Scottish Government is taking to maximise its 
testing capacity for learners and staff, the timeline associated with improvements, and 
how this is being communicated to local authorities, individual institutions and the staff, 
students, parents and carers affected.  
 
Please also outline what steps staff, students, parents and carers can take to raise 
concerns over the operation of measures in place in their education institutions, and 
how these concerns are then addressed and by whom.  
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Teacher numbers and blended learning 
 
In evidence, there was a discussion about teacher numbers and the Scottish 
Government’s decision to authorise the GTCS to identify registered GTCS members 
not currently teaching as one method of increasing the teacher workforce. As this work 
is still underway, please provide an update on how many of the 2,000 – 2,500 teachers 
identified as part of that exercise have been recruited to posts, and an updated number 
of additional teachers recruited since the pandemic, broken down by local authority.  
 
In evidence, you referred to work being undertaken by HMIE to review blended 
learning contingency plans made by local authorities. Please provide further 
information on what this review has examined, any national recommendations or 
guidance provided to local authorities as a result of this work alongside a timeline for 
their roll-out and the role the Scottish Government will play in oversight of these 
contingency plans will operate going forward. 
 
Exam diet 
 
In evidence, you confirmed that you plan to set out any modifications to next year’s 
exam diet at the start of October, in light of the findings of Professor Priestley’s review 
into the 2020 exam diet. We recognise that any proposed changes, and the debate 
around these changes, will be communicated to the Committee as well as the wider 
parliament and public very soon.  
 
In order to make progress on the points raised in evidence around the human rights 
compliance of future arrangements, we seek confirmation that all equality impact 
assessments (EQIAs) undertaken as part of decisions made on the 2021 exam diet 
will be published by the Scottish Government. We would also appreciate detail on how 
the arrangements will be compliant with the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, which as you know is proposed to be incorporated into Scots law before 
the end of this parliamentary session. 
 
I am aware, given the current Covid-19 situation, that this letter and the information 
requested may be superseded by events and anticipate that any new developments 
on the topics listed above will be communicated to the Committee as well as the wider 
parliament and public. Notwithstanding this possibility, I would be grateful for a 
response by Monday 19 October.  
 
Given the crossover with more general coronavirus measures, I have copied this letter 
to the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport and the Covid-19 Committee for their 
information.  

  
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 


